Commissioners

Marisel A. Hernandez, Chairwoman
William J. Kresse, Commissioner/Secretary
Jonathan T. Swain, Commissioner

Lance Gough, Executive Director

Board of Election Commissioners

For Immediate Release
February 5, 2018

Early Voting to begin Feb. 21 at 16 W. Adams,
and then at 50 Chicago ward sites on March 5

Although Feb. 8, 2018 was the new statutory starting date for Early Voting, there remain ongoing cases
involving objections to candidates’ petitions. As a result, ballots are not ready, and the programming
and testing of voting equipment cannot be completed by Feb. 8. The Board of Election Commissioners
anticipates that balloting systems will be fully tested and available by Feb. 21, if not sooner.

Objections to certain countywide and statewide candidates’ nominating petitions were resolved
recently or still are being resolved. Programming and testing of the equipment in the city’s more than
1,000 ballot variations in four languages is still under way.

The Board will update the Early Voting schedule at chicagoelections.com as soon as possible. Any
voters who arrive at the Chicago Election Board to use Early Voting in the meantime will be provided
with an application to Vote By Mail. Chicago voters also may apply online to Vote By Mail at
chicagoelections.com.

When in-person Early Voting begins, the program will be offered:

e Through March 4 only at the Chicago Election Board annex at 16 W. Adams St.

e  From March 5 through March 19, at 16 W Adams AND the 50 ward sites throughout the city.
This year marks the second time that Early Voting was scheduled to begin 40 days before a Primary
Election. A similar delayed start to Early Voting occurred for the same reasons ahead of the 2016

Primary Election. Before 2016, Early Voting began 15-22 days before Election Day.
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https://chicagoelections.com/en/vote-by-mail-application.html

